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Date: 23rd July 2009
Press Release 
It’s EASIER for SMEs to become green

The University of Hertfordshire, the UK’s leading business facing university, is proud to announce the EASIER (Environmental Advice for SMEs in the Eastern Region) project.  This project is part-funded through the region’s European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) Competitiveness “low carbon” programme through EEDA (East of England Development Agency).  With a total project cost of £779,382 of which £311,753 is from ERDF, EASIER is designed to support SMEs (Small Medium Enterprises) in the East of England region to reduce their carbon output, and become more energy-efficient and competitive as a result.
“We are delighted to be working in partnership with Exemplas and The Building Research Establishment on this exciting new project,” said Dr Mike Page, EASIER Project Leader, School of Psychology, University of Hertfordshire.  “Our primary objective is to help SMEs in the East of England to reduce their carbon emissions by between 10% and 20%.  This will help the region in achieving its carbon reduction targets as outlined in the Regional Economic Strategy and EEDA’s corporate plan.”

Eligible SMEs in the region will receive up to 14 days of specialist, tailored environmental consultancy paid for by the EASIER project.  
“This is a valuable and high quality environmental service specifically designed for SMEs,” said Hilary Oakley, Director of Training and Consultancy, Exemplas.  “It’s delivered by our own ‘Green Potential’ experts who are drawn from both the University of Hertfordshire and Exemplas.” 

Through the EASIER project, Green Potential experts provide specialist advice in the following stages:
· An environmental audit and the calculation of the SME’s carbon footprint
· The identification of carbon reduction and money-saving opportunities

· An action plan, identifying the key measures which should be followed to achieve the target carbon reduction

· The recalculation of the SME’s carbon footprint, and confirmation of its reduction.

 

“This project provides a clear and easy-to-understand service for companies wishing to reduce their energy consumption and achieve savings in the process,” said David Morrall, EEDA’s European Director.  “Thanks to European funding, EASIER will help companies across the region to be more competitive and support our move towards a low carbon economy.”
 

To ensure that your organisation takes advantage of the EASIER project, call us now on 0845 60 20 101, or visit www.greenpotential.co.uk for further information. 

· ENDS –
Notes to Editors: 
1. ERDF/EEDA

EEDA is the driving force behind sustainable economic regeneration in the East of England: Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Norfolk and Suffolk. EEDA’s vision is for the East of England to be an ideas-driven region that is internationally competitive, harnesses the talent of all and is at the forefront of the low carbon economy. For further information visit www.eeda.org.uk
ERDF is a €308 billion programme of European Structural Funds across European Union member states for the period 2007-13. 

The East of England's allocation is approximately £94 million, which is to be invested in the region under the EU Competitiveness and Employment objective. 

Under this objective, the ERDF programme aims to strengthen the competitiveness and attractiveness of all regions in the UK, promote employment and economic growth through promotion of the knowledge economy and investment in human resources.

The ERDF programme for the East of England will support low carbon economic growth until 2013 and is managed and administered by the East of England Development Agency (EEDA). 
2. Green Potential is a partnership from the University of Hertfordshire and Exemplas.  This combines academic research and rigour with practical business expertise and support.

3. Our experts operate across all specialisms including quality, waste management, technology, energy, engineering, business development, human behaviour, marketing and management.

4. Exemplas helps organisations to change, grow and prosper by delivering advice, support, information and training solutions to employers and individuals. Exemplas offers advice and support in Enterprise and Innovation; Leadership and Management; Diversity and Social Responsibility and Skills.
5. Green Potential services cover:

· Environmental reviews including environmental impact assessments, ISO14001 initial review, Carbon Footprint

· Specialist Training – environmental management, environmental auditing, sustainability and environmental systems, managing water resources, integrated waste and pollution management

· Expert consultancy – ISO14001, travel plan analysis and development, green marketing and spatial market analysis, driving green behaviour

· Industry-leading qualifications – Chartered Management Institute (CMI) Diploma in Energy Management, Charted Institute of Environmental Health (CIEH) Award in Health & Safety, Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA), Chartered Institute of Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM) Associate Membership
For general media enquiries about Green Potential please contact:

Julie Cooper Communications Manager, Tel: 01707 398174, Email: JulieC@exemplas.com
For media information on EEDA, please contact Adrian Ient on 01223 484699   adrianient@eeda.org.uk 
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